The Lion’s Roar
Spring 2019

All Roads Lead to 114, a message from our Executive Director
Dear Friends:
You’ll be seeing and hearing that saying
a lot at camp this summer because
Camp O-AT-KA is celebrating its 114th
summer! We are the oldest continually
run boys
camp in the
United States
and know that
our founder,
EJ Dennen, is
smiling down
and very
pleased with
the ongoing
success.
It has been
a crazy “off
season” with
travels taking
us all over this
great country
to visit with
campers and
alumni; and to
recruit new
families. This year had us visiting ME,
MA, NY, MO, OH, VA, TX; and phone
calls and video chats all over the world!

With 3 months until camp opens, we
already have 53 new campers signed up
and are excited to be welcoming them
all to the shores of Sebago. Campers
for 2019 are coming from 25 different
states and six
countries!
When I first
started at
O-AT-KA,
I heard it
referred to
as a “hidden
gem.” We all
love and value
our little slice
of heaven on
the lake, but
we are no
longer hidden.
And that’s a
great thing!
With a place
as special as
O-AT-KA, we
want to ensure
that as many
deserving boys can experience the
magic and wonder of all our camp has
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to offer. Memories that last a lifetime, a
place to call home, and friendships with
stories that span generations. This is
what 114 years means to all of us and
what we will continue to gift families for
the next 114+.
Best wishes and I can’t wait to see
everyone at Camp!

PS. In case you missed it – unless you
are traveling by boat, there really is only
one way to get to O-AT-KA and that is on
(you guessed it)… Route 114

O-AT-KA Executive Director
Heather Plati

Fund the Need for Summer 2019
Planning for our 114th summer has
been underway since the last day of
camp in 2018! We are excited about
the programs, staff, new and returning
campers, and the memories that will
be made. As a non-profit, we rely on
our community to help us bridge the
gap to make our programs spectacular,
hire experienced staff, help deserving
boys that need a little extra financial
assistance, and keep our camp looking
great. This is all done through generous
gifts to the annual fund.
Our list of needs will always consist
of staples such as new paint, arrows
for archery, sunscreen, and clay for
pottery. We have a big need this year
and are asking for your help. It’s time

for us to retire the pontoon boat. She’s
given us many good years but the time
has come. This boat is a critical part
of our programming for fishing, nature
craft, and exploring Sebago Lake.
Help us FUND THE NEED to replace
our pontoon boat for Summer 2019.
Together, we can reach our goal of
$20,000 to do so.
And to add some FUN to this (because
isn’t that the point of camp – to
have fun?)… anyone that makes a
gift towards the pontoon boat will
help NAME the boat! Some great
suggestions have already come in.

We’re Hiring
With growing enrollments for Summer 2019, we’re hiring
additional Cabin Counselors! Seeking dedicated and
enthusiastic young men, ages 17+, who want to join the
O-AT-KA family.
Are you ready to come back to Sebago? Do you know
someone who would love to be part of the O-AT-KA?
For full job descriptions and to apply, please visit:
www.campoatka.org/about/employment/

Giving is a personal decision and
we hope a gift to O-AT-KA is in your
charitable plans. This can be for a boat,
a scholarship, or simply unrestricted
funds – which is allotted to the greatest
immediate needs. Your gift makes a
difference.
Make a Gift:
• www.campoatka.org
•C
 heck made payable to
Camp O-AT-KA
PO Box 239, Sebago, ME 04029
• 207-787-3401

Meet our Unit Leaders!
Chris Bond, Junior Unit
Chris first came to O-AT-KA in the early 70’s in the Middle Unit and spent more than a
decade as a camper and counselor. Though career and family eventually prevented
his annual return, the lessons and memories of growing up at O-AT-KA were never
far away. Recently retired from MasterCard, Chris is delighted to return to camp as
the head of the Junior Unit. This will be his second summer in the position. A father of
five, and grandfather to two, his three sons have all attended O-AT-KA, and his father
did too! Chris and his wife Stephanie currently reside in Westport, CT, and Stephanie
will continue to serve as a camp volunteer alongside Chris this summer. Chris’ favorite
activity at camp: Being on, in or around the lake!

Craig Castle, Middle Unit
Craig first came to O-AT-KA the summer of 1976 at 8 years old from Arlington, Texas
and spent the next six summers as a camper. Craig’s father Paul spent five years as a
camper in the mid 1950’s. Craig is now very happy to have his son Crance continue in
the tradition of attending O-AT-KA. This will be Crance’s 3rd summer at camp. Craig and
his wife Jessica live in Albany, Georgia raising four children. Although distance has
kept him away from camp for many years, it has always had a very special place in his
heart. He feels camp helped prepare him well for each phase of his life. He is looking
forward to joining the staff this summer as the head of the Middle Unit. Craig’s favorite
activities at camp include: tennis, riflery, soccer and sailing.

Chris Kohl, Senior Unit
Chris Kohl has worked at Camp O-AT-KA since 2001. In addition to running the senior
unit, Chris is also the Staffing Coordinator. In previous years, Chris has served as the
Athletic and Program Directors. When not at camp, Chris is the Chair of the Wellness
Department, and has won league and state championships as the girls soccer
coach and assistant boys tennis coach at Thornton Academy in Maine. He is an
undergraduate of Gettysburg College, and has earned both a Masters and Doctoral
degree in Sport Psychology from Springfield College. Chris’ favorite activities at camp
include: teaching waterskiing, King’s Day and Candelight.

Andrew Nickerson, CIT Leader
Camp has been a huge part of Andrew’s life since he was very little. He has spent
nearly every summer of his life as an O-AT-KA camper, Counselor, Dennen Week
Unit Head, and now as CIT Director. As a recent graduate from Clark University
in Psychology and Education, Andrew is very excited to continue his studies at
Worcester State University this fall as an Ed.S. in School Psychology. Andrew is thrilled
that he gets to spend his summer on Sebago Lake working with the CITs and all of
camp to create a fun and successful summer. Andrew’s favorite activities at camp
include: campcraft, boating, swimming, and “the best craft at camp: track.”

Welcome Back to our returning campers!
We know 2019 is going to be a great year. Is your name on the list? If not, spaces are filling up and we want to hear from you!
Fletcher Adams

Owen Coleman

Finn Keeler

Elijah Read

Pepe Alonso de Lomas

Nolan Cressey

Connor Kelley

Santino Rague

Ethan Aspiras

Blake DaCosta

Aiden Kernan

Andrew Robertson

Tom Bader

Finn Davis

Conrad Lee

Gabriel Robertson

Denis Bader

Zeke Derrough-Salas

Collin MacLeod

Noah Robertson

Duncan Bennett

Connor Erdman

Kevin Maguire

Jack Robertson

Jasper Bennett

Andrew Faloon

Danny Maher

Johnny Robinson

Conrad Bennett

Russell Forester

Charlie Marischen

Jack Romano

Nicholas Benninger

Christopher Foster

Zeno Marquis

Henry Roth

Liam Bjarke

Evan Francis

Hugo Marquis

Luke Schoenbaum

Marcus Bjarke

Marc Garcia

Sam Marr

Jack Schoenbaum

Cyrus Boak

Marco Garity

Adrian Mazurenko

Jay Oliver Schwartz

Grayson Brady

Henry Goldman

Vincent Mazurenko

Gavin Shaub

Polo Brice

Ian Good

Ethan McCullough

Bryson Shaub

Reilly Brown

Nathan Graves

Michael Mortimer

Garrett Stevens

Logan Buchanan

Thomas Haenle

Kahil Mulla

AJ Tabaka

Jacob Bussiere

Nicky Harris

Griffin Nedelka

Jean Thomas

Donovan Caiazzo

DJ Harris

Anthony O’Donnell

Zander Turner

Wyatt Carlson

Alejandro Horton

Auden Oliver-Yeager

Thomas Watson

Crance Castle

Koldo Ibarra

Nate Plati

Gabe Weinrieb

Desmond Castle

Garrett Jacunski

Noah Porch

Eric Chase

Andrew Kaczmarek

Colin Powlett

FYI: This list was published on April 20. If we received your registration after that date, we apologize that your name isn’t on this
list yet and look forward to seeing you this year. Thank you!

Refer a Camper
One of the best ways you can support camp is by
referring a new camper! As a camp ambassador,
you are our best recruiting resource, and a simple
introduction will enhance your camp and provide an
experience of a lifetime for a future camper. If you
know of a family that may be interested in camp,
please send us their information so we can invite them
to consider O-AT-KA.
You can call us at (207) 787-3401,
e-mail info@campoatka.org, or better yet,
use the easy camp referral form on the website:
www.campoatka.org/refer/

And a big welcome to our new campers!
Do you remember your first days at camp? We are thrilled to welcome the following campers and their families to the
O-AT-KA family!
Wally Ackerman

Luke Egnaczyk

Jude McCullough

Tavo Rostowsky

Julian Baer

Charlie Goldman

Ambrose McCullough

Guillem Sansalvado

Justice Bean

Jacobo Gonzalez Mateos

Cormac McDowell

Gonzalo Secades

Hayes Bjarke

Juan Gonzalez Mateos

William McMullin

Jaime Secades

Graham Boak

James Governali

Forbes McMullin

Jack Shadden

Malcolm Buie

Henry Governali

Luke Myers

Jaxon Stearns

Timothy Burrows

George Graham

Elijah Oden

Jackson Storey

Thomason Carson

Seth Hagan

Colin Pape

Nick Tizio

Aidan Chase

Grady Hagan

Braden Paradis

Silas Tritico

Bradford Christoforetti

Andrew Heinichen

Caspian Phillips

John Umbriac

Will Connelly

Brian Insley

Connor Pinto

Hunter Waechter

JP Derrough-Salas

Noah Ivanov

William Price

Connor Warnick

Enrique Diaz Rubin

Wyatt Keeler

Jack Redding

Davin Warnick

Davis Earthrowle

Quinton Keeler

Ludwig Richard

Alumni Greeter Volunteers
It’s that time of year again! We are seeking alumni
ambassadors to help during the two most critical days
of our summer schedule: OPENING DAY! This is about
first impressions and making everyone feel welcome and
at home. Our staff have specific assignments on these
days and it would be wonderful to have alumni there to
assist with welcoming guests, giving directions, help with
parking, making conversation as people wait for Infirmary
checks, and simply be a friendly and helpful face
during what can be an anxious time. One of the biggest
strengths of O-AT-KA is our strong and dedicated alumni
network, and we feel there are no better volunteers than
those from within the O-AT-KA family.

Dates we need you:

First Session –
Sunday, June 23 from 11am 3pm
Second Session –
Sunday, July 21from 11am to 3pm

Meet our newest Board members!
Dana Allara

Mary Anderson

Dana Allara is a coach.
She works with parents
and other leaders to clarify
and achieve personal and
professional goals, develop
needed skills and build
stronger relationships.

Mary joined the Corporation
in 2017 and was elected to
the Board of Directors in
March. Mary is married to
Steve Anderson, who was
a camper in the 1950s. The
Andersons are honored to
jointly serve as Chairs of
the Advanced Gifts Division
for The Campaign for Camp
O-AT-KA.

Dana has been a leader
in a variety of volunteer
community and educational
organizations. She currently serves as the grants
chairperson for the Hamilton Wenham Educational Fund.
This charitable fund provides over $90,000 in grants annually
to local teachers and administrators striving to create
innovative change.
Dana and her husband Mark have raised two boys (Mike
and Dan) who both attended Camp O-AT-KA for many years
and both earning their five-year jackets. Camp has been a
powerful influence in their lives and both boys have been
counselors in recent years.

Mary was raised in New Jersey and attended day camps
there as a child. Both of her daughters spent numerous full
summers at the Wohelo Camps on Sebago Lake, Maine. Two
granddaughters are currently second generation members of
the Little Wohelo and Sebago Wohelo camp families.
Mary attended Ohio University, Athens, Ohio and for the
past four decades, she has led an active volunteer life and
has focused most of her efforts on the needs and welfare of
children in both education and social justice.
Mary is looking forward to working alongside of the people
who are so dedicated to the Mission and future of Camp
O-AT-KA and the limitless opportunities it offers to boys as
they mature and grow into caring and responsible young
men.

Enhanced Leadership Program

This summer will mark year three of the
O-AT-KA leadership cabin. This program
is a four-week (first session) capstone
camping experience with a select
group of campers and staff chosen
to support personal development.
The curriculum has been designed to
incorporate citizenship and leadership
skills, public speaking, mentoring,
personal narrative, and ways to dig
deep into who you are and how you
engage with the world around you –
locally and globally. Members of the
leadership group live in their own cabin
with counselors specifically chosen
and trained for this program.

This year, O-AT-KA is very excited to
be partnering with the organization
High Resolves (www.highresolves.org)
to help design our framework, train
O-AT-KA staff, and assist with special
projects. This partnership has helped
us expand our programming for this
leadership track and customize the
desired outcomes around the O-AT-KA
mission and core values.
A little about High Resolves -- Founded
in Sydney, Australia, High Resolves has
a vision: A generation of young people
resolving to make a positive difference
to the world. They teach this vision
through interactive social exercises
that push people to think deeper about

the world around them.
High Resolves first visited O-AT-KA in
2017 to do a one day workshop with our
middle and senior units, and CIT’s. It
was well received, FUN, and had many
takeaways. Expanding this program
and blending it with the O-AT-KA core
values makes for a very interesting and
meaningful experience. Our leadership
cabin will be immersed in this
programming and will be meeting with
leaders in other camps that are also
using the High Resolves modules.
It is always a joy when we can partner
with like-minded organizations and
we are excited to find this with High
Resolves.

Stay Connected

2019 Dates to Remember

Follow & Like us on:

May 17-19

Spring Work Weekend

Facebook

@Camp O-AT-KA, boys summer camp

June 23

First Session Opening Day

Twitter

@oatka1906

July 6

First Session Visiting Day

Instagram

@campoatka

July 21

Second Session Opening Day

July 27

Corporation Meeting

July 28	O-AT-KA Dennen Sunday
in remembrance of EJ & Anna Dennen
August 3

Second Session Visiting Day

August 9

Candlelight Service

August 10

Camp Closes

August 11-17

Dennen Week

August 30 September 2

Family & Friends Weekend

November 16 	Green & Grey – New Location for 2019!
Salem Country Club, Peabody, MA

Camp O-AT-KA
593 Sebago Road
PO Box 239
Sebago, ME 04029
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